NyayVidhan: the petitioners' names, parentage, ages and addresses, the private respondents and the
localities, tehsil, district and police station are redacted to protect the couple.
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1.

2.

Petitioners are present in person.

Learned State Counsel appeared and accepted notices

on behalf of State Respondents.
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3. The present writ petition has been filed seeking
protection of the life and personal liberty of the petitioners. It is
submitted that both the petitioners are major and are voluntarily
residing together in a live-in relationship. It is alleged that their
family members and relatives are annoyed with their decision to
I.|'Iive together and have extended threats to their life and personal
liberty. The petitioner No.1 has also submitted representation to
the Superintendent of Police and the Nodal Officer, but no effective
action has been taken thereon.

4. Learned counsel for the petitioners submits that both
the petitioners, being major, are entitled to make their own choice
regarding their life and companionship and to live together
according to their own volition, and that no person, including their
family members or relatives, can interfere with their life and
personal liberty.

5. The right to life and personal liberty guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitution of India encompasses an individual’s
right to make choices concerning matters of personal autonomy
and intimate association. In Shafin Jahan v. Asokan K.M. &
Ors., (2018) 16 SCC 368, the Hon'ble Supreme Court
recognised the right of an individual to choose a partner as an
integral facet of personal liberty. Hence, in considered view of this
court, consenting adult couples in a live-in relationship are fully
entitled to police protection because choosing a partner is a
personal freedom protected by the Indian Constitution.

6. Thus, merely because the petitioners’ decision to reside

together is not acceptable to their family members or relatives,
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the same, by itself, cannot furnish any justification for interference
with their life and personal liberty. At the same time, the
allegations of threat are required to be objectively examined by
the competent police authority.

7. Accordingly, in view of the allegations made in the writ

the present writ petition is disposed of with a direction to the
petitioners to submit a representation along with copy of this
order to respondent No.3, who shall examine the representation
submitted by the petitioners and enquire into the alleged threat to
their life and personal liberty. In case any genuine threat
perception is found, respondent No.3 shall take such necessary
and appropriate steps, in accordance with law, as may be
warranted for protection of the petitioners.

8. It is clarified that this Court has not expressed any
opinion on the allegations made against any individual, and the
competent police authority shall undertake the requisite enquiry
objectively and in accordance with law.

o. Pending application(s), if any, also stand disposed of.

(ANAND SHARMA),J

252/NEERU
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